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A Special Report On PHX Court Findings
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IMPORTANT NOTES:
 Community won
 FAA ordered to revise the flight tracks
 Process not similar NorCal Metroplex

• Ruling is not applicable to NorCal Metroplex issues
• In essence the FAA did a Categorical Exclusion at PHX
• For NorCal Metroplex the FAA did an Environmental 

Assessment (EA) and did not try a CatEx.
 Court did provide comments on the process particularly 

regarding:
• Public notification and input, or lack thereof,
• Criteria used to determine significance of impact

 FAA will be soliciting comments on revised noise 
policy later this year and the courts ruling will help 
guide comments.
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“Arbitrary and Capricious”
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Before and After Flight Tracks
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Before and After Flight Tracks
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Before and After Flight Tracks
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The Next Step – An agreement to revise paths
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BACK TO NOISE NEWS
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FAA Reauthorization – not yet

 The 6 month extension passed last September expires in 
March 2018.

 An update will be provided at the April OAK Forum meeting
 Daniel K. Elwell was named Acting Administrator

• Appointed by President Trump as Deputy Administrator in June 
2017

• Air Force Pilot, AA Pilot and Managing Director for International 
and Governmental Affairs for AA. 
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Santa Monica - Continued
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More Metroplex Litigation, East Coast
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FAA Considering Revising Noise Policy
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Mestre Greve Associates

Air Quality & 
Greenhouse Gases
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Byproduct of Climate Change
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Farm-to-table, Now Farm-to-flight
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Drones
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